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respects antiquated and no longer suited to the altered require-
ments of the administration. His general ideas were indeed
fixed, but time and study were needed to mature details.

It was during his time that there arose in Bengal the indigo
riots already mentioned in the previous chapter VIII. These
disputes involved many economic questions regarding which
reference was made to Wilson. He paid much attention to
the subject and took a large share in the deliberations which
led to the appointment of a Commission of enquiry.

Shortly before his illness he began to consider public works
and roads with a view to increase the production of cotton flax,
wool and other raw materials needed for European manufac-
tures. Had his life been prolonged he would have guided the
discussions regarding the application of State capital to these
works, whether roads railways or canals. To few branches was
his premature loss more lamentable than to the department of
material improvement.

Besides attending to the specific measures mentioned above,
he discharged all the duties pertaining to the financial port-
folio of a large empire, and to his position as a member of the
Government generally.

Thus the short winter of the Calcutta climate, the spring and
the hot season of 1860 passed over his head; then the rainy
season set in, about the middle of June, At first his health
seemed to be quite good, but failed slightly as the heat waxed
fiercer and fiercer. Still he maintained his vivacity of tempera-
ment and alacrity of bearing, while his mental activity suffered no
abatement. He was at one time disposed to adhere to the
English habit of reading late at night and resting in the
morning hours. But he soon perceived the incompatibility of
this habit with health in a climate like that of India, and
adopted the Indian practice of retiring to rest before midnight
and taking outdoor exercise in the morning ere the sun had
ascended the heavens. By degrees, however, the early rising
became more and more intermittent, and as the rains of June
descended steadily day after day, with a high temperature de-
pressing atmosphere and exhalations from the humid ground, his
physical strength waned visibly. It was itaen understood that